
 

 

Springtime in Spain: 
When Art, Architecture and Nature Merge 

 

May 8—20, 2017 
Escorted by Peter Olin 

 

 

 

Please join Peter Olin, Director Emeritus of the University of Minnesota Landscape  

Arboretum, to relish the sights, sounds, tastes, and culture of Spain.  



 

Tour Highlights    
 

Ahhh….Springtime in Spain. It is the 

best time to relish the sights, 

sounds, tastes and culture of Spain.  

Blossoms abound and the air is alive 

with their scent. Historic towns have 

their annual flower festivals; in   

Cordoba, private patios are opened 

for all to see. Join Peter Olin,       

Director Emeritus of the Minnesota 

Landscape Arboretum, on this tour 

to take part in the joys of Spain in 

springtime.   
 

We will explore the rich history,    

culture and cuisine of each city we 

visit. You will be amazed by the 

beautiful gardens and parks created 

by renowned artists and architects 

such as Salvador Dali, Antoni Gaudi, 

Joan Miro, Picasso, Francisco Prieto-

Moreno, Jean-Claude Nicolas       

Forestier, and Lluis Domenech i Montaner, to name but a few.  Whatever your interest – gardens , art,  

architecture, history or haute cuisine - this is a rich and varied trip with something for everyone to   

enjoy. 

Peter Olin will host this tour. His resume includes American Society of Landscape Architects,     
Garden Club of America, Medal of Honor Award winner, and former Chair of the Landscape  
Architecture Program at the University of Minnesota.  
  

Peter has 30 years of experience leading tours throughout the world; exploring gardens,  

cultural, natural, and historic sites; and enjoying the local people, their customs and cuisine. 

He ensures that all travelers have an enjoyable time and adds design and plant information to local 

guide interpretation. 

Land-Only Tour Price 
 

From $6,350* per person 
*Price is per person based on double occupancy and a minimum of 20 participants. Additional cost for single accommodations is 
$1,295 per person. Airfare from your home city to Barcelona with a return from Madrid, and a one-way flight from Barcelona to 
Granada, are additional. Carlson Wagonlit Travel air coordinators can assist you with flight reservations.  

 Six lunches with wine 

 Farewell dinner with wine 

 High-speed train tickets from Cordoba to   

Madrid, in preferred seating 

 Expert hosts, Peter Olin, Director Emeritus of 

the University of Minnesota Landscape       

Arboretum, and Robin Fox, with Carlson   

Wagonlit Travel 

 Sightseeing and transfers as noted in the  

itinerary 

 $300 tax-deductible donation to the  

University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

 Eleven nights accommodations in 4-5 star   

hotels, including breakfast and taxes 

 Bilingual tour escort for duration of trip; local 

guides where necessary 

 Entrance tickets to all monuments while on 

tour with guides 

 Visits to 13 gardens listed in 1001 Gardens You 

Must See Before You Die 

 Horse and carriage ride through the Maria 

Luisa Park to Casa de Pilatos 

 Light and sound experience at the Alma de 

Cordoba Mosque in Cordoba 

Tour Inclusions 

Tour Host 

2 



 

Itinerary 
 

Day 1, Monday, May 8 - Departures from the United 
States  
Depart home cities for Barcelona. 

 
Day 2, Tuesday, May 9 - Els Jardins de Ca l’Artigas and 

Girona  
Today the group will gather in the arrivals hall of the Barcelona   

airport. From there we will embark on a scenic ride to the Catalonia 

town of Girona. On the way, you will be treated to your first tapas 

experience in the town of Lillet. After lunch we will visit our first 

garden, Els Jardins de Ca l’Artigas, which is a rare example of the 

horticultural work of Antoni Gaudi. Created in 1904, this is his one 

and only “humid” garden. It is developed around the River Liobre-

gat and includes many water features and statuary. Nature and  

architecture merge in perfect harmony in this garden.  

 

Following our tour of the garden, we will proceed to Girona,     

northern Catalonia’s largest city. It has many museums, galleries 

and Gothic churches strung around a tangle of cobbled lanes and 

medieval walls. Girona is referred to as the “Venice of Spain” as it is 

situated on the confluence of four rivers. Girona’s wealth in        

medieval times produced many fine Romanesque and Gothic     

buildings that have survived repeated attacks and sieges. There are 

also traces of a Jewish community that flourished in Girona until 

their expulsion in 1492. These cultural riches are packed into      

Girona’s walkable center. It has Catalonia’s most diverse nightlife 

and dining scene outside Barcelona. We will stay at The Hotel    

Historic for two nights, which is set in the heart of historic Girona 

and is ideally situated to see all the ancient buildings with its one-

minute walk to the original old walls. It is a fusion of history and the 

present.  The hotel, whose foundations are from the Roman era and 

the walls of the 8th and 9th centuries has been renovated to        

preserve the spirit of the times while providing every modern    

comfort.   
 

Dinner will be on your own and the evening is at leisure.                 L 

 
Day 3, Wednesday, May 10 - Girona and Temps de Flors 
Today you will be guided through the sights, smells and sounds of 

Forca Vella, the Old Town of Girona, and its flower festival, Temps 

de Flors. You will walk down the medieval alleys and cobbled 

streets, learn about Girona’s varied history and see the architecture 

that reflects it. You will visit the mosque that was converted to a        

cathedral and the Call, the old Jewish district.  All the while, you will 

be enjoying the Temps de Flors. For one week every May, Girona 

bursts with color when the Old Town becomes one big, living,     

outdoor exhibition – a mix of horticulture and art with site-

specific installations composed wholly or in part of flowers and 

plants. There are more than 100 impressive works of botanical-

inspired art occupying major monuments, courtyards, and private 

spaces not normally open to the public. Make sure your cameras 

are ready! We will take a mid-day break for lunch at one of Girona’s 

charming restaurants. 
 

Dinner will be on your own and the evening is at leisure.   B,L 
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Day 4, Thursday, May 11 - Castle of Pubol and          

Barcelona  
Today we say farewell to the glorious sights of Girona and travel to 

Barcelona. On the way, we will stop at Castle of Pubol and its     

gardens. This is the castle the surrealist painter Salvador Dali    

renovated for this wife Gala, and where she spent every summer 

from 1971-1980. It is interesting to note that they never lived there 

together. In fact, Dali had to agree not to visit there without getting 

advance permission from Gala in writing. Dali only lived there for a 

short time after her death. Dali decorated the Castle and gardens 

with paintings and ornaments he made according to Gala’s taste. 

Visiting the Castle gives us the opportunity to contemplate some of 

Dali’s paintings and works, and to visualize some of his private life 

and eccentricities.   
 

After our visit, we continue to Barcelona and Hotel Sixtytwo, 

where we will stay for three nights. Hotel Sixtytwo is a boutique  

hotel that is located in the Paseo de Gracia in front of the Casa 

Batllo. This is an exclusive area that provides terrific shopping and 

dining opportunities. 
 

After you have had time to refresh yourself and eat lunch on your 

own, we will take a walking tour of the Gothic Quarter. During this 

tour, you will be taken right into the ancient heart of Barcelona, 

dating back 2000 years to the Roman colony of Barcino. You will 

stroll down Las Ramblas, walk through the Gothic Squares of Sant 

Jaume and Piaza del Rei. You will visit the cathedral and its lovely 

cloister, and continue down Montcada Street to view its many 

Gothic mansions. We will end with a guided tour of the Picasso    

Museum, which is housed in several of these mansions. 
 

Dinner is on your own and the evening is at leisure.                     B 

 

Day 5, Friday, May 12 - Gaudi, Parc Joan Miro, and 
Guell Park 
This morning we delve into the major Gaudi sites. We will visit the 

Church of Sagrada Familia and will pass by the Manzana de la    

Discordia and its many modernist apartment buildings designed by 

different modernist architects, including Casa Batllo by Gaudi. We 

will end the morning with a special visit to the Palau de la Musica, 

designed by Lluis Domenech Montaner, and is one of the most    

emblematic Modernist buildings. We will then walk to the seafront to 

have a wonderful paella lunch.  
 

During the afternoon, we will take a panoramic drive of the city,   

including Montjuic, on our way to Parc Joan Miro and Guell Park. 

Montjuic, situated on top of a hill in the center of Barcelona, offers a 

respite from the tourist-filled streets and provides a great view of 

the city. Among the things to see on Montjuic are: the Montjuic   

Castle, a star shaped fortress dating back to 1640, the 1929       

Barcelona International Exposition halls and Magic Fountain, and 

the 1992 Summer Olympic stadium. Parc Joan Miro is named after 

one of Cataluña’s most famous sons, surrealist and abstract painter, 

sculptor and ceramist Joan Miro. Parc Joan Miro covers four city 

blocks and is home to one of his last works, a mosaic-covered 

sculpture called Dona i Ocell or “Woman and Bird.” This garden is 

known for its grid-like pattern of tree plantings and its unique    

lighting.  
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The Parc Guell is a garden city on the northern outskirts of         

Barcelona and consists of sixty houses and private gardens linked 

by landscaped roads and walks. Gaudi created this for his patron,     

Eusebi Guell, and Guadi’s home is in this park. As you can imagine, 

there will be much to astound you, such as the 150 round stones 

representing rosary beads, suggesting that visitors enter into prayer 

as they ascend. 
 

Dinner is on your own and the evening is at leisure.    B,L 

 

Day 6, Saturday, May 13 - Parc del Laberint de Horta  
This morning we will visit the Parc del Laberint de Horta, which is a 

historical garden in the Horta-Guinardo district in Barcelona and the 

oldest of its kind in the city. The park comprises an 18th century 

neoclassical garden and a 19th century romantic garden. The     

neoclassical garden is comprised of three terraces that have many 

pavilions, statues and the “Maze”, which you will have the           

opportunity to try to conquer. The romantic garden consists of a 

series of beautifully designed and filled flower beds. 
 

Upon our return to Barcelona, you will have the afternoon and    

evening to pursue your own interests.                                         B 

 

Day 7, Sunday, May 14 - Granada 
This morning we will take a flight from Barcelona to Granada, which 

is said to be a city for poets and warriors, and where you will find      

centuries of history hidden in every corner. Sitting between the 

River Darra and the River Genil, the most dominant feature of the 

city is the Alhambra, the majestic mosque towering over the city. 

Experiences that await you in Granada are: tapas in small squares 

or tight alleyways, a stroll through the city’s old town and the    

Carrera del Darro, or buying flowers on the Bib Ramble.  
 

Upon arrival in Granada, we will proceed to the Hotel Vincci        

Albayzin where we will spend two nights. This four-star hotel is   

located in the center of the city and is built in the typical Andalusian

-style. It boasts a magnificent enclosed patio that bathes its rooms 

in natural light. 
 

After you check in and have lunch on your own, we will meet in the 

hotel lobby for a guided tour of the downtown area. On this tour, 

we will visit the Granada Cathedral, the Royal Chapel and the old 

Arab Bazaar – La Alcaiceria. 
 

Dinner is on your own, and the evening is at leisure.      B 

 
Day 8, Monday, May 15 - Alhambra, Generalife         
Gardens, and Carmen de los Martires 
Today will be a busy and absolutely delightful day. We will begin by 

touring the Alhambra and the Generalife Gardens. In the 13th       

century, the Alhambra was a citadel of power. Today the Royal    

Palace provides an insight into the importance and integration of 

courtyards and patios to day-to-day life. Here you will see the Patio 

of the Myrtles, the Patio of the Lions, and the Portal. Be prepared to 

be dazzled by what you see.  
 

The Generalife Gardens (or the Gardens of the Architect) are the 

oldest in Granada. The palace and the gardens were intended as a 

summer retreat for the sultans. The architect and curator of today’s 

gardens is Francisco Prieto-Moreno, who began restoring them in 

the 1950s.  
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Here we will enjoy the famous water garden and the Patio of the 

Cypresses among other garden rooms. For lunch, enjoy a tapas 

demonstration, including a tasting of the best local tapas and wines.  
 

The afternoon will be filled with a visit to Carmen de los Martires.  

This gem of a garden on the Alhambra hill is an eclectic 19th century 

garden with a romantic spirit. It belongs to the Islamic tradition and 

offers amazing views of Granada and the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

You will love the geometric box hedges, fountains, ponds,       

sculptures, the romantic garden and the great lake with its little   

island. 
 

Dinner is on your own and the evening is at leisure.   B,L 

 

Day 9, Tuesday, May 16 - Granada to Seville  
This morning we will enjoy a special tour of the old Arab Quarter – 

the Albayzin – and the Casa del Chapiz. This 16th century building is 

typical of a “Carmen,” a house with a garden and kitchen garden, 

although much grander than a “typical” Carmen. This is one of the 

best examples of the Moorish style.  Here we will see two patios and 

a secret garden. 
 

Following lunch in the Albayzin, we will take a scenic drive to Seville 

and check into the Hotel Casa Romana for two nights. This     

boutique hotel is located in the historical center of Seville and is 

close to the Seville Cathedral and the Alcazar, with many shopping 

and dining opportunities close by.  
 

The rest of the afternoon and evening is at leisure for you to       

explore the sites and gustatory delights of Seville.  B,L 

 

Day 10, Wednesday, May 17 - Seville & Casa de Pilatos 
This morning we will meet our guide to explore Seville. During this 

tour you will visit the Reales Alcazares and its gardens, followed by 

the cathedral with the “Orange Patio” and the Giralda Tower, ending 

with a stroll through the charming Santa Cruz Quarter. While in the 

Santa Cruz Quarter, we will have lunch at the Corral del Agua. Here 

we will be able to enjoy the rich gastronomy of Andalusia in an    

authentic, traditional Andalusian house with garden.     
 

This afternoon will provide a special treat. We will arrive at the Casa 

de Pilatos by a horse and carriage ride through the 19th century 

Maria Luisa Park designed by the French landscape architect, Jean-

Claude Nicolas Forestier. Since it was created for the 1914 Latin-

American Exposition, there are many pavilions and attractions.  

Among the many wonders, there are at least twenty glorietas 

(distinct, enclosed arbors) named in honor of sculptors, poets,    

writers, and artists. The Casa de Pilatos (also known as the Ducal 

Palace of Medinaceli, after the family who still lives there) dates 

back from the 15th and 16th centuries when the gardens were laid 

out.  The palace was constructed using a mixture of Italian        

Renaissance, Gothic and Andalusian styles. Here we will explore the 

palace and its beautiful and varied gardens.    
 

Dinner is on your own and the evening is at leisure.   B,L 

 

Day 11, Thursday, May 18 - Cordoba and Patios 
This morning we will depart Seville for Cordoba. This is a great time 

of year to visit Cordoba with its hundreds of beautifully planted   

patios that are usually hidden from public view.  
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However, during two weeks in May, the heavy street doors are 

thrown open and householders compete in the annual Festival of 

the Patios. Every conceivable surface is covered with flowers in 

brightly painted pots on whitewashed walls and wellheads.  
 

Cordoba’s patios are the legacy of 700 years of Moorish rule – the 

enduring emblem of a desert culture that valued the garden as a 

domestic paradise and served as the focal point for social and    

family lives.  
 

Upon arrival, you will check into Casas de la Juderia for a one 

night stay and have lunch on your own. This four-star boutique    

hotel boasts an excellent location for independent exploration. Its 

doors open out to the Jewish Quarter within the vicinity of the    

Alcazar de los Reyes Cristianos, the Royal Stables, and the 10th   

century Caliphate Baths and the synagogue. 
 

In the afternoon, we will meet to visit the Palacio de Viana. This is a 

stunning Renaissance palace set around 12 beautiful patios. The 

paradigm for “patios” is found here: all the patios are unique and 

extremely beautiful with evocative names like the “Patio of the   

Gardeners,” “The Madam,” the “Well,” and the “Iron Bars”.  Next we 

will visit two small patios that were decorated for the Festival of 

Patios.   
 

You will have time for dinner on your own before we meet to enjoy 

an evening visit to the Alma de Cordoba Mosque, a world heritage 

monument. During this unique visit, you will discover the hidden  

secrets of this monument, and thus the very soul of Cordoba, on a 

tour guided by light and sound.                      B 

 
Day 12, Friday, May 19 - Cordoba to Madrid 
This morning we will revisit the Mosque to explore during the     

daylight, followed by a visit to four, lovely, private patios that will 

complete our wonderful experience of the Patios of Cordoba. 
 

Following lunch on your own, we will travel by AVE high speed train 

to Madrid, where we will stay one night in the Hotel Wellington, 

which boasts a prime location in Madrid in the famed Salamanca 

neighborhood. Of most interest is its rooftop urban garden – the 

largest of its kind in the world - providing breathtaking views of  

Madrid. 
 

After we check in and have time to relax, we will set out to have a 

fabulous farewell dinner at the Taberna de Capitan Alatriste, which 

is located in a 16th century palace in Madrid’s Old Quarter. The    

different dining rooms are found in their own cave, where the walls 

are a reflection of a bygone era.  Typical dishes of Madrid will be 

served. 
 

The rest of the evening will be at leisure.    B,D 

 

Day 13, Saturday, May 20 - Departures for home 

After breakfast, you will be taken to the Madrid Barajas Airport for 

you flight home unless you have decided to extend your trip in    

Madrid.  More details about the extension can be found on the next 

page.                                                                                       B 

 
B=Breakfast L=Lunch D=Dinner         

Itinerary subject to change 
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Don’t delay—space is limited to just 20 travelers! 

Registration Deadline: December 15, 2016 

Register and deposit now to confirm your space! 
 

Deposit: $2,000 per person due at the time of registration. Please see the payment and       

cancellation policy on the registration form or website. 

To register, please contact Carlson Wagonlit Travel at (800) 533-0324 or   

visit the registration website at www.cwt-me.cvent.com/spainarboretum2017 

Madrid Extension 
 

Saturday, May 20—Monday, May 22, 2017 

Cost: $660 per person, based on double occupancy and a mini-

mum of 7 participants; single supplement is $245 per person. 
 

For those of you who would like to spend time exploring Madrid, we 

have arranged a two night extension at Hotel Wellington.  

 
Saturday, May 20 

A morning orientation tour has been arranged for you, and your guide 

will meet you in the lobby of Hotel Wellington to enjoy a panoramic 

view of Madrid’s major monuments. Visit the Prado Museum where 

you will have a guided tour of the Spanish Masters: Velazquez, El 

Greco, Goya, Murillo, and many more. Your tour continues into the 

Old Quarter with a visit to the Royal Palace and a stroll through Old 

Madrid where you will see the Plaza de la Villa, Plaza Mayor, and the 

San Miguel Market. Your afternoon is at leisure.                              B                                            

 
Sunday, May 21 

Today is at leisure. Your guide on Saturday will be able to provide you 

ideas of things to do, such as dinner and a flamenco show, where to 

eat lunch in the Old Quarter, how to get around Madrid, etc.            B                                                                    

 
Monday, May 22 

Transportation to the airport will be provided for your flights home.  B 

 

Included in the program extension: 

 Two nights double occupancy at Hotel Wellington 

 Daily breakfast at Hotel Wellington 

 Car/minibus and driver for a city tour 

 Car/minibus transportation to the airport on departure day 

 

Not included in the price of the tour 
 

Round-trip airfare into Barcelona and out of Madrid, one-way airline ticket from Barcelona to Granada (estimated cost of $150 per 
person but is subject to availability and schedule), any airline fees for checked luggage, additional nights, optional sightseeing activi-
ties, gratuities to guides, meals not indicated in the itinerary, travel insurance, and any other items not specifically mentioned as in-
cluded in the itinerary.  

For tour questions, please contact Robin Fox at 952-939-0749 or rfox@carlsonwagonlit.com 
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